
 

 

 

 

 
 

We are going to watch a clip from a BBC News programme, where we will learn about 
the Trial of China’s Gang of Four. 

 

Task: As we watch, put a tick (✓) next to the correct statements based on what we 

learn from the clip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Gang of Four (or the ‘Four Great God Protectors’) seemed strong as they 
stood trial. 

 Former Air Force Commander, Wu Faxian, and the other three senior 
generals tried with him, abjectly confessed to everything they were accused 
of. 

 When Chairman Mao’s wife was put on trial in 1980, she seemed unrepentant 
for her crimes – the opposite to what is expected. 

 In China at the time, it was widely believed that everyone deserved the right 
to a lawyer and legal defence. 

 In the contemporary Chinese court, the court represents the nation, and 
therefore should be respected as such. The accused are regarded as guilty on 
the assumption that otherwise authorities would not have brought them to 
court. They are expected confess and ask for leniency, but nothing more. 

 Madame Mao was removed from court for her unruly behaviour, interrupting 
those speaking in court, and calling the judges ‘fascists’. 

 Everyone was in agreement that Madame Mao should be executed for her 
crimes. 
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 The Gang of Four (or the ‘Four Great God Protectors’) seemed strong as they 
stood trial. 

✓ Former Air Force Commander, Wu Faxian, and the other three senior 
generals tried with him, abjectly confessed to everything they were accused 
of. 

✓ When Chairman Mao’s wife was put on trial in 1980, she seemed unrepentant 
for her crimes – the opposite to what is expected. 

 In China at the time, it was widely believed that everyone deserved the right 
to a lawyer and legal defence. 

✓ In the contemporary Chinese court, the court represents the nation, and 
therefore should be respected as such. The accused are regarded as guilty on 
the assumption that otherwise authorities would not have brought them to 
court. They are expected confess and ask for leniency, but nothing more. 

✓ Madame Mao was removed from court for her unruly behaviour, interrupting 
those speaking in court, and calling the judges ‘fascists’. 

 Everyone was in agreement that Madame Mao should be executed for her 
crimes. 
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